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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XIV. Washington, D. C., June 30, 1899. No. 26. 

UNITED STATES. 

INSPECTION SERVICE ESTABLISHED IN MEXICO CITY. 

One of the great 'dangers of infection of the United States with yellow 
fever lies in the railroad travel from infected points in Mexico. To 
guard against this danger a rigid inspection has been established on the 
Mexican border at railroad crossings on the Rio Grande, viz, El Paso, 
Eagle Pass, and Laredo, and no suspicious cases are allowed entry at 
these points until their baggage has been disinfected and ten days have 
elapsed sinôe the last possible exposure. In order to facilitate this 
work it was considered advisable to station an officer at the City of 
Mexico and possibly other cities having railroad connection with both 
the Texas border and Gulf coast. Accordingly Asst. Surg. L. E. Cofer 
was ordered on June 16 to proceed without delay to El Paso and await 
instructions there before proceeding to the City of Mexico. The fol- 
lowing instructions were sent him : 

TL S. Marine-Hospital Service, 
Washington , D. <7., June 27, 1899 . 

Sir: Having arrived at El Paso pursuant to instructions contained 
in Bureau telegram of this date, you are hereby directed to proceed to 
the City of Mexico. 

You will call upon and confer with the consul-general of the United 
States, who will be informed of the intention of the Bureau to detail an 
officer to aid in carrying out the precautions stated as necessary in the 
letter of the 15th instant, from the honorable Secretary of the Treasury 
to the honorable Secretary of State, a copy of which is herewith 
inclosed for your information. 

You are directed to investigate the railway travel for the United 
States through the City of Mexico, and inform yourself thoroughly as 
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to the usual routes of travel from Yera Cruz, Cordoba, and the cities on 
the line of railway west of Vera Cruz, to the United States. Having 
obtained the necessary information, you will endeavor to establish such 
a system of certification, as to recent whereabouts of passengers, as may 
enable the officers on the Mexican border of the United States to defi- 
nitely determine whether a given passenger may, or may not, be a 
source of danger. At such places as it may be possible to secure reliable 
disinfection, you will encourage the disinfection of baggage belonging 
to persons who have come from infected centers, and are bound for the 
United States, exercising due care at all times to prevent the undertak- 
ing of such disinfection by parties not competent to perform the same, 
or whose certificate you would deem unreliable. 

You will visit, as often as may be necessary, places outside of the City 
of Mexico on the line of railway between Mexico and Yera Cruz. You 
are instructed to make a careful inspeétion of the city of San Luis Potosi, 
with a view of ascertaining whether additional safeguards may not be 
established at that point, several cases of yellow fever having occurred 
in Tampico, and further cases there being altogether possible, if not 
probable. 

On account of the exigencies of the situation, it is probable that it 
may be necessary for you to institute some measures without awaiting 
the assent of the Bureau, but you are instructed to keep the Bureau 
fully informed as to all your findings and procedures, and in addition 
to furnish to the officers of this service, where such are stationed, and 
otherwise to the collectors of customs, or local health officers, on the 
Texas-Mexican frontier, all information which may aid them in exclud- 
ing possible sources of infection. 

Officers stationed on Texas-Mexican border: Act. Asst. Sutg. Lea 
Hume, Eagle Pass, Tex. ; Act. Asst. Surg. H. J. Hamilton, Laredo, 
Tex., Sanitary Inspector S. Alexander, El Paso, Tex. Act. Asst. 
Surg. S. H. Hodgson is on duty at Yera Cruz, detailed by order of the 
President in the office of the consul. He is immune, well informed, 
and reliable. You should communicate with him. You are directed 
to make a formal written report of your transactions once each week. 

Respectfully, yours, Walter Wyman, 
Supervising Surgeon- General U. S. M. H . S. 

Asst. Surg. L. E. Cofer, 
U. S. Marine- Hospital Service , El Paso , Tex. 

[Inclosure.] 
Washington, D. C. , June 15 , 1899. 

Sik : I have the honor to invite your attention to the existence of an epidemic of 
yellow fever in the city of Vera Cruz, Mexico, and to the fact that this disease has 
already extended to the city of Cordoba, situated between Vera Cruz and the City of Mexico and possibly to other places. In view of the easy railroad communication 
between Vera Cruz and the Texas border of the United States, it becomes necessary to 
take active measures to prevent the introduction of yellow fever into the United States 
by this route. I have, therefore, to request that you will instruct the consul-general of the United States at the City of Mexico to notify the authorities of railways entering into that city, that all passengers from Mexico for the United States must present at 
the border of the United States certificates from the consul-general or other reliable 
authority, proving that they have not been for ten days in the city of Vera Cruz or 
other infected localities, and that all baggage originating from infected centers, has 
been disinfected since leaving such localities. 

It is further desired that consuls of all other railroad centers in the Republic of 
Mexico, to be instructed to issue, wherever the facts justify them, and they are requested to do so, certificates of the character stated. It is desired that the parties required to 
furnish themselves with these certificates should be informed that these documents are 
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to enable them to prove to the satisfaction of the quarantine officer on the Texas border 
their whereabouts during the ten days preceding their arrival there, and so expedite 
their passage to the frontier. 

Respectfully, yours, L. J. Gage, 
Secretary. 

The honorable the Secretary of State. 

Assistant Surgeon Cofer wires as follows, June 26 : 
Mexico, June 26, 1899. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service, Washington , D. C.: 
Have had a consultation with railroads and vice-consul. Was cordially received. 

Railroads heartily cooperate. Certification assured. 
Cofer. 

THE DANGER FROM THE DISMANTLING OF INFECTED BUILDINGS IN 
SUMMER. 

A very strong confirmation of the dangers arising from the dismantling 
in summer of old buildings that have been infected with yellow fever 
is given in a report from the United States consul at Vera Cruz, show- 
ing that the present severe epidemic of yellow fever in that city has 
followed upon a general remodeling of the houses. As stated in Public 
Health Reports No. 19, for May 12, 1899. the Surgeon- General, 
realizing the danger of this dismantling, addressed a letter to the pres- 
ident of the State board of health of Louisiana, calling attention to the 
outbreak of yellow fever in Franklin, La., last year, which probably 
originated in the dismantling of an old house that had been infected the 
year previous, and also to the case in Havana harbor, where the dis- 
mantling of an old barge was followed by yellow fever in the crew of a 
vessel near by. (See Public Health Reports, April 28, p. 608.) 
The president of the Louisiana State board of health, upon receipt of 
this letter, informed all the health officers of the State, of this danger. 

The following extract from a report from the United States consul at 
Vera Cruz confirms the belief in this source of infection : 

" Early in the spring of last year the city council passed a resolution 
to have owners of property comply with an ordinance then existing, to 
repair and fix up buildings in the city, to have them clean up, repair, 
and whitewash their buildings. Most of the owners preferred previous 
to doing so to make such general repairs and alterations as were 
needed; hence they commenced to take out partitions, break down 
entire walls, remove roofs, etc., and coral rock, brick, stone, plaster, 
roofings, and debris, was everywhere piled up in the streets in front of 
the houses being repaired. Since then there has not been in this city 
a street wheré one or more buildings wrere not undergoing a general 
repairing. It was then that yellow fever made its appearance and as 
the work progressed the fever increased until it is now an epidemic." 
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